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The Bible Institute of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico

One of the most
important ministries of
the church of Jesus
Christ in every age has
been that of preparing
leaders to mobilize the
church and reach
others in Jesus’ name.
ﬁ Jesus’ model was
simple: work with a few and apprentice them into ministry. He
called them to Himself that he might later send them out. In
many ways this has been the model of the pioneers of the Latin
American Lutheran Mission: the Bible Institute model.
Through it they trained the pastors and evangelists who started
the congregations of the ELCM. Over the years many of the
leaders trained by the ELCM have even been called to serve
churches outside the ELCM. The training is one school year in
duration followed by an internship.

This school year, the ELCM’s Bible Institute is located in
Saltillo, in the Mexican state of Coahuila. Pastor Rogelio
Balvantin is the current Bible Institute director. He, like the
previous director, is himself a family man, a good student of
the Word of God and pastors a mission congregation in
Saltillo. He has taken on a big assignment with the help of his
family and many local volunteers. The five students in this
year’s class come from three different states of the huge
country of Mexico and each has a unique journey of faith and
sense of calling to ministry. We’re going to share their
testimonies in the Clarion so that you might pray for each one
by name as they grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Shutitite Pl

Rodolfo Martinez Flores

My name is Rodolfo Martinez Flores. I am 25 and was
born in Monterrey, Mexico. I am one of three brothers, Juan
Jose and Jesus Gabriel who are older, and me, Rodolfo.

I was born into a family that was following the Lord. My
whole early life was involved in the church where my mom
was very active along with my older brothers who were a

strong influence on me to grow in the Lord. Nevertheless
around age fourteen I began to see life differently. I began to
enjoy what the world was offering me and my life got more
and more entangled in sinful habits until my early twenties
when the Lord began to talk to me. Then one early morning as
we made our way home after a night of heavy drinking my
friend Fernando and I were involved in a terrible accident. Our
pickup truck just about rolled. It was a wake up call for me
and I turned to Jesus and until this very day by the grace of
God I am walking with Him. I am so thankful for a mom who
prayed for me.

My purpose and objective through my studies in the Bible
Institute is to grow spiritually, to be filled with God’s Holy
Spirit and with knowledge so that I might more effectively
reach others who are lost and bring them to the feet of our
Lord Jesus and to eternal life.

Jorge Jose Guerrero Quiroz

My name is Jorge Jose Guerrero Quiroz. I’m 34 and was
born in Monterry, in the state of Nuevo Leon, in Mexico. [ am
one of nine siblings, four sisters, and five brothers. My
testimony is about how the Lord restored me. He helped me to
escape from my past life in which I was trapped in drugs. I am
just thankful that I am here today. At the age of 12 I began to
use drugs and soon it was a habit. [ used all kinds of drugs and
it became impossible to support my habit but it was also too
hard to just give it up. When I met the Lord it was during a
terrible time in my life. I was nineteen and I was a prisoner of
drugs with no hope of escape, and in that condition I became
critically ill. But when Christ came to my heart and life things
really changed. I’m sure the prayers of my mother were the
reason Jesus healed both my soul and my body. She used to
say, “Jorge, God has chosen you.” God gave me an opportu-
nity to serve people and bring souls to Christ. This is just part
of my testimony and I share it so that people might believe that
there is a God and He can do anything. He is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.

I’m studying in the Bible Institute because God has called
me to serve Him. He has given me a new opportunity to do the
work of an evangelist and I want to learn how to do it well.
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Director’s Directions:

Building on the Past — When we received the call to be
directors of the Latin American Lutheran Mission, the right-
ness and the timing of the call seemed very natural. But it was
not with a clear view of how our leadership of LALM would
be different than previous directors. It was more a sense that
our leadership would represent continuity, building on the
good things of the past. Gary and Carol Olson’s season as
directors was characterized by exceptional administration
which has improved the overall financial picture, great
networking into other Lutheran connections, and an environ-
ment of joyful hospitality, among many other things. (If you
were here for more than a day you probably enjoyed an
evening of laughs playing cut-throat Mexican Train Dominoes
with the Olsons and Ricardo Dominguez, topped off with ice
cream, of course!) We would like to build on that legacy.

A Pastor Among Pastors — It is my prayer that I could
further nurture the spiritual side of things. My life experience
and my pastoral experience have prepared me to be an
encourager. As a pastor who comes out of the renewal move-
ments of the Lutheran Church, I know that the Bride of Christ
must be in continual renewal. Jesus is making her beautiful in
order to present her to himself in all her glory on that Great
Day. As a Lutheran pastor my springs are also in good
reformation theology and I want to continue to nurture what is

transculturally vital from our Lutheran confessional heritage.
Not tradition for tradition’s sake which is death, but tradition
as an incarnational vessel for Father, Son and Holy Spirit in
Trinitarian fullness.

A Privilege and a Challenge — It is unique and marvelous
that the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico is led by
Mexican pastors, not missionaries. It is a privilege to be in
partnership with them. Our challenge as a mission in this
relationship will be to avoid patterns of dependence, and to
empower their leadership as they grow toward autonomy in
governance, finances, and evangelism. Pray for us in this
challenge to be and become a Holy, Christian and Apostolic
Church.

—Pastor Dick and Barb Erickson

Latin American Lutheran Mission
ELC-M Partners Who Help Proclaim the Gospel

Incorporated in 1936, LALM is a faith mission depending entirely upon God for the supplying of its needs through the prayer and freewill offerings of His
people as the Holy Spirit moves them. LALM is an independent Lutheran organization, having members on its Board of Directors from various Lutheran
bodies. To learn more about LALM, please feel free to contact the board member nearest you.

Board of Directors

507-824-2155 O
507-824-2410 H

Rev. Byron Meline, President (05)
536 S. 3rd Ave., Wanamingo, MN 55983-1449
e-mail: bmeline@cannon.net
Rev. Terrance Stratton, Ist Vice President (06)
301 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Hoyt Lakes, MN 55750
e-mail: Tstratton@mydnet.net
Dr. Herb Nygren, 2nd Vice President (06)
8720 River Ridge Road, Bloomington, MN 55425
e-mail: herbjnyg@aol.com
Rose Marie Anderson, Secretary (05)
19008 Kingswood Terrace, Minnetonka, MN 55345
e-mail: rose_marie_anderson@hopkins.k12.mn.us
Doris Toddie, (06)
1623 Northern Heights Dr, Rochester, MN 55906
Rev. Ruben Duran
1167 Evergreen Dr., Carol Stream, IL 60188
Marjorie Erickson
4920 S. 41st Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55417
Rev. B. Steve Hughey
1287 Lombez Drive, Manchester, MO 63021
e-mail: ventexmo@msn.com
Robert J. Myller (04)
104 Hidden Meadow Ct., Apple Valley, MN 55124
e-mail: bobmyller@msn.com
Rev. Joel Rova-Hegener (05)
2004 8th St., Bremerton, WA 98337
John Sirjord (06)
317 Deronda St, Amery, WI 54001
Rev. Dan Sollie (04)
6809 Dallas Lane, Maple Grove, MN 55311
e-mail: dksol75@usfamily.net
Philip Spaulding (05)
4605 175th Ave NW, Andover, MN 55304-1723
e-mail: webmaster@lalm-elcm.org
Christine Thornborrow (04)
38485 Tamworth Ave., North Branch, MN 55056
e-mail: coll54@aol.com

218-225-27150
218-225-2265 H

952-854-2918 H
952-988-5252 O
952-470-0109 H
507-289-2623 H
773-380-2700 O
630-876-1346 H
612-722-0578 H

636-225-1497 H

952-454-4683 H

360-792-1502 H
715-268-9337 H

952-473-2362 O
763-553-1364 H

763-323-7865 H

651-237-1120 H

Border Missionaries
956-722-4047 O
956-727-0997 H

Rev. Dick Erickson, Director
3519 Salinas Ave., Laredo, TX 78041
e-mail: bderick@usfamily.net
V. Gary Olson, Retired
162 Paintbrush Trl., Lockhart, TX 78644
Rev. Ricardo Dominguez
3518 Salinas Ave., Laredo, TX 78041
LALM Guest House
3517 Salinas Ave., Laredo, TX 78041
H. Sanford Haugen, Director Emeritus, Retired
3519 Salinas Ave., Laredo, TX 78041

512-488-2299 H
956-722-2273 H

956-722-2427H

Our NEW web site: www.lalm-elcm.org

Mission Staff

Robert J. Myller, Treasurer

104 Hidden Meadow Ct.

Apple Valley, MN 55124

e-mail: bobmyller@msn.com
Faith & Fellowship Press, Clarion Editor

Contact: Milo Scott

1020 Alcott Ave. W., Fergus Falls, MN 56537

952-454-4683 H

800-332-9232 O

Latin American Lutheran Mission Clarion
The Clarion is published bimonthly by LALM for friends of the Mission and the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Mexico. If you wish to be a prayer helper in this Mission for Mexico and
would like to receive the Clarion, please contact the Editor at the address listed under “Mission
Staff.” There is no specific subscription price for the Clarion, but for those who wish to and have
the means to help LALM with its cost, it is about $3.00 per year for each mailing address. Please
send contributions to our Treasurer at the address listed under “Mission Staft.”

Publication deadline for the next Clarion issue is November 5, 2004.

Donations for LALM should be mailed to:
PO Box 17385, Minneapolis, MN 55417-7385
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Bethel of Rochester’s Mexico Mission Trips

2004 marks the eighth year of Bethel Lutheran of Roches-
ter, Minnesota’s Mexico mission work trips organized through
Latin American Lutheran Mission of Laredo, Texas. We work
with congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Mexico in projects identified by their pastors. We do repair and
remodeling of churches, new church construction, Vacation
Bible School activities, and we actively participate in worship
with the congregations. Over 150 different members and
friends have taken part in our trips so far. Several have traveled
to Mexico five times or more. Our average over these eight
years has been around 35 people a year. Now that we go twice
a year our average yearly numbers are increasing. Interest
continues to grow. Forty-four people have signed up for this
summer’s trip.

Why we go

What accounts for this interest? We have gone with a
deep desire to share God’s love in Mexico through service
among our brothers and sisters in Christ. We have come home
blessed by these same brothers and sisters. Working hard
together with them to build God’s house—for worship,
classroom space for children and adults to study God’s word,
and other space for fellowship and strong community life—we
have come to know, respect, and care for each other. We have
become involved in the hopes and dreams of our Christian
brothers and sisters as they spread God’s love in the Gospel in
their communities. We see where we can play a role in helping
them.

We have grown in faith through their powerful witness.
Their personal warmth and joy, lively and enthusiastic wor-
ship, knowledge of Scripture, and deep understanding and
practice of the Christian faith have changed those of us who
go. Many of us can’t wait to go back.

Mexico, a developing country facing many challenges, is
right on our doorstep. It is within reach of individual congrega-
tions for groups to go there for short immersion trips to
understand by working together with fellow Christians some of
the challenges faced by people living in a developing country.
People who seem remote from us at a distance become
wonderfully interesting individuals with names, with humor,
courage, and compassion, and with hopes and dreams for their
loved ones like those we have for our own. To experience God
at work through communities of living faith responding to his
love in our neighbor Mexico is a transforming event.

Where we go

We have concentrated our work in Mexico at two loca-
tions. The winter group, adults including retirees, flies to
Harlingen in south Texas in February. The group works at Rio
Bravo, a community just across the Rio Grande southeast of
McAllen, Texas. We work with Pastor Carlos and Anna Maria
de Leon at EI Sembrador (The Sower) Church and at El
Camino (The Way), the church’s mission in an impoverished
neighborhood.

A large part of our work has been at the mission. The heart
of the program at the mission is sharing God’s love in the
Gospel with the children of the neighborhood and their parents
through Bible-based programs three times a week. Pastor
Carlos’s congregation then demonstrates God’s love by
providing a nutritious lunch for the children at the mission
every Saturday morning. The plan is to expand the lunch
program and to add a program of instruction for mothers on
providing more nutritious meals at home. Running water,
bathrooms with flush toilets and showers have been put in to
improve hygiene.

The 2003 winter group, working together with people from
or provided by the church, hand mixed concrete in batches on
the ground, enough to lay floors for three classrooms. On
Saturday we worked directly with the children using a lesson
we put together on Noah’s Ark. It included a procession of the
children out to one of the classrooms (the ark), prayer, and a
dedication of the new floors by Pastor Carlos.

The summer group is organized for family and youth but
includes also others interested in participating in a mission
experience. We travel into Mexico four and a half hours south
of Laredo, Texas, into the mountains to the 400-year-old city of
Saltillo. There we worked at two sites. We helped Pastor
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Church as they construct El
Buen Samaritano (The Good
Samaritan) Church in a new
neighborhood on the western
edge of the city. To help
build the new congregation,
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The Good Samaritan Lutheran Church

every year since 1998 we have worked
together with adults from the congrega-
tion to hold Vacation Bible School. Partnering on VBS with
members of Pastor Bulmaro’s congregation has worked out
very well. Our Mexican Christian friends work with the story
and music and provide structure, and we provide the crafts.
Strong bonds of fellowship develop as leaders work together to
provide the children an experience they will remember and that
will bring God closer to them. Our youth especially love
working with the children in VBS.

We also worked at Filadelfia Temple on the south side of
Saltillo, a site for which we helped break ground two years
ago. Pastor Marco Antonio Rodriguez has a contagious
devotion to building this church—his dream for 10 years. Our
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Philadelphia Lutheran

group has picked up his contagious spirit and has worked
extremely hard the last three years. This site has required
much pickaxe work through solid rock for pillar foundations.
This summer they completed the roof on Filadelfia.

Congregational support

When we go to Mexico we go as a part of our Bethel
congregation. We retain our relationship with the congregation
through our prayers for one another, including use of a prayer
calendar distributed at worship. Our congregation has pro-
vided generous support to help make the trip affordable for
those who feel called to go to Mexico through:

e participating in our fund raisers

« monetary gifts and scholarships

« food and other material support

Children in Bethel’s Sunday School have:

«  provided funds to purchase over 600 concrete blocks for

church construction

» given money for 100 school kits

» assembled 100 bags of pencils with sharpeners for
children’s schoolwork (two different years)

Through special offerings on Global Mission Sunday in late

September the congregation has:

»  funded the purchase of a van for the singing group at
Ebenezer Church in Saltillo

~ « supported the Bible School at Rio Bravo which trains

leaders for the ELC-Mexico
»  provided financial support for the children’s lunch program
in Rio Bravo

What we gain

We gain a living experience of God’s presence with his
people outside our own culture. Other benefits include a deep
sense of community among members of the mission group not
only as we work on projects in Mexico but also as we meet the
daily challenges of a long trip into a different country and
culture. When we return, we have become witnesses in our
congregation and among our families and friends. We return to
an enriched life within our own congregation.

For more information please contact:

Pastor Linda Helberg

Bethel Lutheran Church

810 3 Avenue SE

Rochester, MN 55904

507-288-6430 — helberg@bethellutheran.com

The old city building of Saltillo

Thinking Ahead

Talking to a friend of mine who is also my financial
advisor the question was raised, “Dick, have you and Barb
written a will, yet?” I had to admit that even though I have
recommended doing so to others, I had not yet done so. A will
may be primarily written for the sake of clarifying one’s
wishes for the disposition of one’s estate with reference to
one’s loved ones, but I have served on various ministry boards
and am aware of the financial blessing it is to a church or
other ministries to receive a deferred gift through an estate. It
is a reminder that people who have been blessed and who
share the vision want to be part of the future of the ministry
even after their life is over. I reviewed a precious letter the
other day from someone whose life has been deeply touched

by association with this mission and the church of Mexico. The
memory of meaningful relationships and transforming experi-
ences was forever recorded in their heart. Though they had
given much through their ministry with the LALM, they felt
“enriched in every way” (2 Corinthians 9:11). In conjunction
with one’s will other instruments can be used for protecting the

value of one’s investments, savings, and property from probate,

and tax liability. It’s worth talking to your CPA, financial
advisor, or to a friend you know understands these things and is
not “selling something”. Latin American Lutheran Mission can
also refer you to trustworthy and knowledgeable help in this
area. God has blessed this past generation with much wealth
and He desires that we continue to serve Jesus and His church.
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Becky Liebenow — LALM Summer Intern

After four years of hoping to volunteer with Latin Ameri-
can Lutheran Mission I was able to do so this past July. My
first contact with the mission was serving as interpreter in
Monterrey, Mexico for a team from the Lay Ministry Training
Center in 2000.

I wasn’t sure what to expect when I arrived in Laredo, but I
knew it would be a life-changing experience for me. During
July, I found myself in a number of different roles as inter-
preter, leader, counselor, construction worker and bridge
builder between the American team members and the Mexican
Christians. I loved being able to help the Lutheran Church of
Mexico and assist the American groups in reaching their goals
for their outreach.

During the first week I worked with a high school group
from Flower Mound and Austin, Texas. We worked on Phila-
delphia Lutheran Church in Saltillo under the direction of
Pastor Marco Antonio and also held Vacation Bible School.
During the second week I was with a smaller junior high team
that bunked down at the mission station in Laredo, Texas and
worked at Calvary Lutheran Church and Grace Alone mission
church in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. The third week I worked at
Grace Alone mission church with a high school team from
Bethany Lutheran Church of Austin, Texas. A roof was built
creating a covered porch for Sunday school space. VBS was
also held. During my last week I returned to Saltillo and
worked with a team from Bethel Lutheran Church of Rochester,
Minnesota. Half of this large team worked at Philadelphia
Lutheran and the other half worked at Good Samaritan
Lutheran, both churches in the process of completing new

worship space. A large VBS outreach was held near Philadel-
phia.

It was a challenging and wonderful experience for me.
My parents were missionaries so | grew up as an MK and |
later served in Latin America for four years. I could see how |
was able to use this experience and our Bible School training
as a team leader this summer. I also made a decision to not
return to my job in Phoenix, Arizona and am now seeking
God’s direction for what he has next for me. Proverbs 3:5-6
says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will direct your paths.”

I feel very blessed to have been able to meet and work
with so many committed Christians this summer. It was a
pleasure to meet people from various Lutheran churches and
work with dedicated Mexican pastors and church leaders. |
hope to be able to volunteer with Latin American Lutheran
Mission again in the future.

The work of the LALM is so important because it helps
and encourages the Mexican Lutheran
Church and it gives Lutheran congrega- ??
tions in the U.S. the opportunity to serve ;,ﬂ =
and learn in a new way. | am also grateful > A
to the Olsons and Ericksons for their -
wonderful hospitality at the mission station
in Laredo. May the Lord bless Dick and *

Barb Erickson and Ricardo Dominguez as [,-J ?
they lead the mission. ' £ .\
—Becky Liebenow

In Memoriam - Donald E. Strand

Donald E. Strand, 77, of Kindred, North Dakota, long time
friend, supporter, and board member of the Latin American
Lutheran Mission died July 13, 2004 at this home. Donald was
born October 13, 1926 in Abercrombie Township, North Dakota
to Ingmar and Ruth (Gunness) Strand. He attended a country
school near Abercrombie and graduated from the Abercrombie
High School in 1944. Donald enlisted in the US Navy and
served aboard the aircraft carrier USS Saratoga in the South
Pacific. He was in the service from 1944-1946. Upon his return
to North Dakota he attended North Dakota Agricultural College
(now NDSU), Fargo, North Dakota for two years. He then
worked for the Red Owl Store in Fargo. Donald married Mary
Lou Thompson in 1948 at West Prairie Lutheran, rural Kindred,
North Dakota. They settled in the Kindred area and farmed until
Donald retired in 1991. Donald continued to work with his son
David on the farm until he suffered a stroke in 2003. He was
active in his local church teaching Sunday school, and holding
every office over the years. He also sang with the West Prairie
quartet for more than 25 years, performing in many local
churches. Donald served as a board member of the Latin

American Lutheran Mission from 1970 until 1997, and was
president of the board from 1990 until 1995. Donald and his
wife, Betty Lou, made many trips to Mexico to visit the
mission and have many i
dear friends among the
Mexican churches.
Funeral services were
held July 17 at West
Prairie Lutheran
Church, Kindred, North
Dakota and interment
was at the West Prairie
Cemetery. May God
bless the memory of our
brother Donald E.
Strand. He will be
remembered by the
LALM and the
Lutheran Church of
Mexico.
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Summer Mission Teams

Rio Bravo Wananmingo en el Potosi

Youth Camp in Atongo

About eighty youth from all over northeastern Mexico converged on Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Atongo de Abajo, Nuevo
Leon, Mexico for a week-end camp. Many tents popped up all over the yard of the
church. It was a weekend of fun activity and inspiration for everyone. There was a
fabulous play-off among soccer teams that represented each area. There was the
caravan of vehicles to the swimming hole with competition for who could do the best
acrobatic dive from the swing out over the river. There was the election of new leader-
ship for the new school year. There was Bible study and Bible memory competition and
powerful times of worship with ministry following. The theme that the Spirit of God
continued to bring forth in his own creative way was the abundance, availability and
healing power of God’s love. Saturday night pastors were praying over youth until after
midnight as the Holy Spirit fell with sweetness and power. Many did not get to their
various homes until the wee hours of Sunday morning, but rejoicing in the Lord. Pray
for continued revival among the youth of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico.
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M Gifts of Love

The following persons and organizations provided gifts, donations, or bequests to the Latin American Lutheran Mission in July
through August of 2004. The LALM Board of Directors and staff are grateful for all these gifts as well as those gifts of time and talents. (If
you do not want to be recognized by the Clarion for your gift, please send a note along with your contribution to the Treasurer/Financial
Secretary stating your desire for anonymity.) We apologize for any errors or omissions.

Individuals

Akland, Verda ~ Beresford, SD

Anderson, Alice ~ Paynesville, MN

Anderson, Harold ~ Chester, SD

Bailey, Pastor Harold O ~ Sioux Falls, SD

Balcer, Charles and Elizabeth ~ Sioux
Falls, SD

Berg, Mrs Arnold ~ Thief River Falls, MN

Berntson, Gordon and Norma ~ Fargo, ND

Bertelson, Alice ~ Woodville, WI

Brand, Dale and Phyllis ~ San Antonio,
TX

Cottrell, Philip and Louise ~ Cedar, MN

Overline, Barbara Dejonge ~ Eden Prairie,
MN

Doering, Al and Sue ~ Inver Grove
Heights, MN

Dvorak, Bob and Carol ~ Minneapolis,
MN

Eide, Ann ~ Viroqua, WI

Eide, Annette ~ Bloomington, MN

Elverum, Bernis ~ Faribault, MN

Erickson, Richard and Mavis ~ Brainerd,
MN

Erickson, Richard and Barbara ~ Laredo,
TX

Everson, Marelyn ~ Sioux Falls, SD

Fedde, Robert and Lola ~ Centerville, SD

Flann, Duncan ~ Iroquois, SD

Gabrielson, Borghild ~ Sun City, AZ

Gardner, Dorothy ~ Minneapolis, MN

Gilman, Richard and Leila ~ Sioux Falls,
SD

Gray, Pastor Dennis and Marilyn ~
Newfolden, MN

Greven, Frances ~ Minneapolis, MN

Guldseth, Pastor Paul and Ruth ~
Moorhead, MN

Gunderson, Gordon and Ellen ~ Mora, MN

Hansen, H Donald and Mildred ~ Erskine,
MN

Hauge, Marie ~ Viroqua, WI

Holmes, Rev David and Susan ~
Champlin, MN

Huwe, Harold and Gail ~ Edina, MN

Jaques, Alpha ~ Litchfield, MN

Larson, Edith ~ Willmar, MN

Larson, Elenora ~ Wittenberg, WI

Lee, William and Margaret ~ Ada, MN

Lunder, Louise ~ Kindred, ND

Mathiason, Bruce and Thea ~ Walnut
Grove, MN

Michelsen, Rev Clifford and Lillian ~
Osceola, WI

Mollet, Ruth ~ Chandler, AZ

Monson, Donna ~ North Fort Meyers, FL.

Morris, Jack and Susan ~ Taylor Ridge, IL

Nelson, Donald and Avis ~ Tyler, MN

Nelson, Kathi ~ Buffalos Center, IA

Ness, Colleen ~ Kasson, MN

Nordin, Paul ~ Willmar, MN

Norheim, Rev Harold and Betty ~
Waconia, MN

Nygren, Herb and Lori ~ Bloomington,
MN

Olson, Robert and Lorraine ~ Catherdal
City, CA

Olson, V Gary and Carol ~ Lockhart, TX

Peterson, Dorothy ~ Eagan, MN

Peterson, Edward and Bonnie ~ Stoddard,
WI

Peterson, James and Caroline ~ Hendricks,
MN

Redin, Andrew and Johanna ~ Parkers
Prairie, MN

Rosdahl, Jerry and Liz ~ Bloomington,
MN

Saeger, M Elizabeth ~ Hendricks, MN

Schwanbeck, Eleanor ~ Tyler, MN

Skubinna, Sharon ~ Stillwater, MN

Stensland, Edwin ~ Wanamingo, MN

Tazelaar, Jewel ~ Eagan, MN

Thunstrom, George and Irene ~ Mesa, AZ

Tostenson, Harry and Myrna ~ Pine River,
WI

Wagner, George and Dorothy ~ Sun City,
AZ

Westre, Myron and Pauline ~ Hardy, IA

Wigtil, Norval ~ Morris, IL

Winther, Lois ~ Park River, ND

Wise, Patricia ~ Manor, TX

Churches & Organizations

The Gospel Bookstore ~ Laredo, TX

Faith Lutheran Church ~ Williston, ND

Fertile Lutheran Church ~ Fertile, IA

Highwater Lutheran Church ~ Lamberton,
MN

Lake Madison Lutheran Church ~ Madi-
son, SD

Trinity Lutheran Church of Mhaha Falls ~
Minneapolis, MN

Penasquitos Lutheran Church ~ San Diego,
CA

Platteville Lutheran Church ~ Minooka, IL

South Zumbro Luth Church ~ Kasson, MN

St Paul’s Lutheran Church ~ Amherst, W1

West Prairie Congregation ~ Kindred, ND

North Heights Lutheran Church ~
Roseville, MN

Memorials

In memory of Stanley Christianson
In memory of Merle and Goldie Gray
In memory of Lila Gubrud

In memory of Ruth Megard

In memory of Talora Nelson

In memory of James Peterson

In memory of Donald Strand

In memory of Stanley Teal

In loving memory of Lynda Voyrich

Honorariums
In honor of Doris Nordin’s 92nd B’day

Estates
Estate of Ruth Harrington ~ Sioux Falls,
SD

Special Note:
We have changed our e-mail address
- yes, again - it is:
lalmelcm@sbcglobal.net

The PO Box address for contributions is:
Latin American Lutheran Mission
PO Box 17385
Minneapolis, MN 55417-7385
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LALM

Prayer Warriors
October 2004

Thanks and Praise

For the blessings of our annual meeting under the theme,
“Lord of the Past — Lord of the Future”.

For the many churches that received the testimonies of our
Mexican pastors during our time spent in the upper Midwest
in September.

For the wisdom, faithfulness and creative input of our
LALM board members as we seek to clarify our functional
definition of partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Mexico and focus on strategies for short-term
mission teams.

For safe travel and for the volunteers and host homes that
blessed us in so many ways in our September trip.

For Pastor Rogelio Balbantin’s willingness to direct this
year’s program in the ELCM’s Bible Institute in Saltillo.
For the faithful support in prayer and finances of LALM’s
constituency.

For the faithful ministry of the ELCM’s Mexican pastors
and leaders.

For good ministry reports coming from various churches in
Mexico.

For the hard work and generosity of the teams that were
here in August.

Prayer Requests
For the continued recuperation of Pastors Bulmaro

Velazquez and Brigido Villarreal from recent surgeries.
For the three students starting in the Bible Institute in
Saltillo September 6, 2004, the teachers as they prepare and
teach them, and for Rogelio Balbantin and his helpers as
they coordinate the program.

For the Mexican pastors as they prepare their hearts and
seek God’s will in the selection of new leadership for the
ELCM in the month of January.

For the Ericksons as they attend the October short-term
missions conference in Atlanta.

For the Olsons as they continue to pursue healing and help
for Gary’s medical needs.

For Elvira, Carmen, and Jesse as they serve the Lord in the
Gospel Bookstore.

For Pastor Ricardo Dominguez, our border assistant, and
his leadership of Bethel Lutheran.

For the funds and volunteer help in the new year to
remodel the Norma and Claire Hobart home donated by
their estate to the mission.

For travel funds for Pastors Maria Elena and Antonio
Tirado of Calvary Lutheran in Nuevo Laredo to attend a
free theological training course in St. Louis, Missouri in
January.

For a time of refreshment and spiritual renewal from the
presence of the Lord at the October 20-23, 2004
Confraternidad Pastors Conference in Rio Bravo.

For wisdom and grace for the Ericksons as they lead the
mission.

For openings, creativity and boldness for the church of
Mexico as they build relationships and share Jesus with
their neighbors and friends.

For renewed vision and growth for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Mexico

For the dozens of Stateside churches that are solidifying
their plans to work with the church of Mexico in 2005.

Cut-Out Mail-In Form
Address Change - Addition - Removal for Clarion
mailing list

Do you need to change your address, add someone or
remove yourself from our mailing list? If so, please cut out
this form and return it in the enclosed addressed envelope
to the new address listed on page 2 and to the left in the
gray box. Be sure to also check the appropriate box below.

Name:

Address:
City:
State: Zip code:

[ Address Change (New address listed above)
[ Address Addition (For Clarion mailing list)
[ Address Removal (For Clarion mailing list)
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Latin American Lutheran Mission
c/o Faith & Fellowship Press

PO Box 655

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0655
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED



