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May 1, 2005 seven refreshing young adults in their
second year at Lutheran Bible Institute — Canada arrived in
Laredo for a briefing at the mission border station, obtained
their visas and traveled to Saltillo, Coahuila which would be
their hub of activity for the next two weeks. Their arrival
was the culmination of a year of planning.

LBI’s purpose was to expand their vision as world
Christians and to instill a spirit of Christian servanthood. We
accepted the challenge of partnering with LBI in this project
because one of Latin American Lutheran Mission’s goals is
to foment Great Commission consciousness in individuals
and in churches through short term experiences. Many who
are in full time Christian service in many places around the
globe today began to develop a vision for missions and
cross cultural service through a short term experience,
others through the same kind of experience returned to their
homes with new insights into their own culture and a

utheran Church o_f Mexico.
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renewed interest in their culturally diverse neighbors. And so
many things happen on these teams that bring maturity, new
understandings of the church, and of one’s place in Christ’s
ministry. Many of the seven LBI students had already
defined a future in ministry as pastors or missionaries.
Three different families hosted the LBI interns; each had
been selected because one or more of the families members
spoke English and could help with translating. This gave the
Canadians a chance to experience life in a Mexican Christian
family and through them what worship and life in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico is like. The two
weeks went by so quickly with a variety of activities
coordinated by Pastor Rogelio Balvantin, Director of the
Bible Institute (front row far left): One day Pastor Bulmaro
Velazquez (front row far right) took the guys to help with a
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worship service and Bible study in
the large regional prison in Saltillo;
another day the entire group visited
our rural congregation in the small
town of Huachichil, the group
fellowshipped with the ELCM’s Bible
Institute students, played and
worshipped with them and went
with them on Fridays to do street
and bus evangelism.

There were many tears in the eyes
of both Canadians and Mexican host
families as we shared together
recollections, memorable moments,
and prayers of blessing for the
group’s next step as they left to
catch a flight for Puebla, Mexico to
spend the last two weeks of May
with representatives of the World
Mission Prayer League in Southern
Mexico. The feeling of closeness and
Christian family was a frequently
expressed emotion, a closeness that
transcended the understandable
frustrations with not being able to
speak each other’s language, the
mutual sensing of God’s presence
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Font row: Darcy, Crystal, Andrea, Brent Back row: Jonathan, Tamara, “AJ”

and blessing in each other’s lives. It was such a blessing to
hear how their hearts had been touched by a realization of the

=

,-" ke |. i’ .rr “\\

global interconnectedness of Christians across cultural and

racial barriers.
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Testimonies from past Teams

Seven adults rode South to Laredo, Texas in a van as
acquaintances but we rode North to Minnesota ten days
later as a family. Sharing experiences of a wide variety:
personal, spiritual, humorous, emotional, that’s what a
special mission like this one does to a group.

We here live our lives. Some of what we experienced
shows many who just exist.

We worked with what we had where we were. We
shared our faith with each other and with those we met.
Even with the language barrier, you could feel the love and
the presence of the Lord. A smile goes a long way. We went
to bed tired but satisfied, although at times we felt we had
done so little. I guess we have to be thankful we were able
to accomplish one small mission in the overall picture of the
whole. And you know what? I’d go back tomorrow. We
gave but we got more!

Sincerely,
E. Gladys Anderson

As our bus approached Villa Mainero I was excited to see
the mountainous landscape we were driving through. The
bus seemed filled with anticipation. After arriving in Villa
Mainero, Pastor Ulises Lopez and his wife Rocio warmly
greeted us and welcomed us into their outdoor kitchen
where they had prepared a delicious taco meal for the whole
crew! Throughout our time there I was impressed and
humbled by the hospitality and generosity of our Mexican
brothers and sisters. I got to stay in a host home with five
other girls. We were amazed to find out that our hostess and

her family cleared out of her house and let each of us have
our own double bed. Every morning we rose early and she
fixed us coffee and rolls before leaving for the church. We
worked every day on projects at the church and spent time
preparing for the children’s ministry and evening services.
It was great to see how everything worked out. Though we
were just getting to know each other on the team, we had a
common goal and purpose. Attitudes were good.

Each night more and more of the neighborhood children
and adults came to our services. It was so hard to leave
these precious children after five days. They were so
affectionate, well-dressed and polite. I trust that God will
take the seeds we planted in their lives and make them
grow. We were especially praying and interceding for the
last two nights. The last evenings as we showed the Jesus
film, Pastor Ulises preached a simply Gospel message and
there were some who accepted the Lord.

I was so blessed by the fellowship and close bond we
had in Christ even though many of us could not communi-
cate in the same language. The Lopez children were also
such a blessing. It was so evident that Ulises and Rocio
have done an excellent job in training them. I could say so
much more. I hope that some day I can come back to this
beautiful place and to the wonderful people of Villa Mainero.
In those few days the Lord taught me so much and contin-
ued to confirm my desire and call to be a missionary.

Love in Jesus,
Teresa Nuckols
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Pastors’ Kids Education

How Does a Pastor Living Hand to Mouth Educate
His Children In College?

This is exactly the question that the mission has struggled
with over the years. In our commitment to the missional
priority of developing churches that support their own pastors
and pay for their own maintenance, we have seen that fre-
quently the gifted children of our Mexican pastors have not had
the financial resources to go on to College in Mexico. Little
churches in rural areas cannot shoulder that responsibility. For
that reason we have taken on a strategic commitment to help
those gifted kids go as far as they can. Some day their voca-
tional success could become the safety net under their parents
in their senior years. At present there are three young adults
from three different pastoral families who look to the Lord, and
to the mission for scholarship help, two young women and one
young man.

In the Red

We mention this urgency because we know there are
supporters of this mission that, knowing this need, would love
to help. And, you need to know that the fund we have estab-
lished for this purpose is currently in the red. I have taken the
liberty to translate a brief note of thanks from one of our
talented PKs who has received this help:

Letter from A Budding Leader

“My name is Glenn Estrada Jr. and I’m currently in the
fourth semester at the University of Nuevo Leon in Monterrey,
Mexico. I’m preparing for a future in information technology. |

b
Pastor Juan de Leon’s daughter, Yadira Arheli, age 17, studies
cosmetology.

want to thank all the dear brothers and sisters in Christ in the
network of the Latin American Lutheran Mission who have
collaborated with financial gifts for my education. I can’t tell
you what it means to be able to receive this great help which
makes it possible for me to continue my studies. I know that
without it, it would be all but impossible for me to stay in
school because the costs are way more than my parents on
their meager income could afford. I give thanks to God for
people like you and I pray that the Lord will repay you for your
generosity in helping me finish my training.

LALM Gospel Bookstore Robbed

Did you know that the mission has a Gospel Bookstore?
If you’ve been to our border station or followed the course
of the LALM over the years, you know the answer to that
question. A vital part of our ministry has been supporting the
Evangelical effort in this region through providing Bibles and
Christian literature in Spanish to the Laredo community and
to the church of Mexico.

On April 29 around midnight Barb and I arrived in Laredo
from having attended the LALM semi-annual board meeting
in Minnesota. However, on our arrival we discovered the
bookstore had been broken into, and a large sum of funds
ready for deposit had been stolen. The police were called
immediately and Crime Stoppers put information on several
local television and radio stations offering a reward for
information leading to the apprehension of the thief. Investi-
gators were able to discover that the back door had been
forced open after the bookstore had closed down, and
before we arrived. Neither attempts to obtain finger prints
nor other efforts have produced any leads. The bookstore
has not had special security equipment on the premises.

We have taken the precaution to change both the front
and back doors to try to make the building more secure and
soon we will obtain some kind of electronic device to guard
our property.

We live in a neighborhood that has become increasingly
transient, all of our neighbors seem assured that all is well,
but the police inform us that as properties have gotten older,

the complexion of =~ B
the neighborhood
has changed.
With the preva-
lence of drug use,
etc. one needs to
take measures.
Somewhere in
between, “Joy-
fully accept the
plundering of
your property”
(Hebrews 10:34)
and “Be wise as
serpents” (Mt.
10:16) lies a place
for the faith
which holds a
light hand on this
worlds’ goods, but the wisdom to exercise a stewardship
of protection for what God has entrusted. Thankfully no
one was hurt, and no physical damage was done to
equipment or to our personal effects. We pray that this
story may have a happy ending, but that ending may be
only known to the Lord, though we pray for the convic-
tion of sin to come upon the thief so that his real needs can
be met in Jesus.
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New door for Gospel Bookstore after robbery.
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Confraternidad Quarterly Pastor’s Conference at
Calvary Lutheran in Nuevo Laredo May 25-27

The quarterly conference for the 20 pastors of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico was held in
Nuevo Laredo, right next door to us. Calvary Lutheran
is building a large new church that will have plenty of
space when completed, plus it has two missions in
outlying areas. Pastor Antonio Tirado and Maria Elena
de Tirado are the pastoral couple in charge at El
Calvario. The Tirados are both lawyers active in their
chosen field besides their call to pastor the church.
Maria Elena met Antonio in the law firm they both
worked in at the time, and through his testimony she
became a Christian, having grown up with an atheist
father. Antonio serves presently as the Secretary of the
ELCM and Maria Elena is the president of the
women’s movement. Aureliano Ortega is their associ-
ate who works with the missions.

The theme of the May conference was “Leadership
for a New Generation.” The conference speaker was
Pr. Jose Luis Aguilar Cano. Jose Luis and his wife
Rachel pastor The Rose of Sharon Center for the

Christian Family, a growing church on the outskirts of  Jose Luis and Rachel Aguilar

Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mexico. He made a decision

to follow Jesus when he was a youth, then backslid into a
worldly lifestyle until he discovered he had cancer in 1980.
This was the wake up call for him, and the outcome of his
battle with cancer was that he is not only now healthy and
cancer free but a powerful work of God was begun in his life
that has issued in a fruitful ministry both in evangelism as well

as teaching. Jose Luis was seeking a fresh word from God for
the pastors and God poured out his Spirit in a marvelous way
to reignite passion for Jesus and further equip his servants in
the ELCM for ministry. We are praying that these new imparta-
tions will in fact make our current pastors and those in training
become leaders for a new generation.

When The News Affects Our Ministry

Nuevo Laredo, our sister city across the Rio Grande in
Mexico, has been in the national news recently because
of various incidents of disappearances and violence,
probably related to internal struggles for leadership in the
drug cartels of Mexico. For this reason and others the
U.S. State department has posted on its website a warn-
ing about the possible dangers to U.S. citizens traveling
to Mexico. The national television networks have been
present in the streets and markets of Nuevo Laredo.They
want to interview tourists whether they have seen or
experienced any of this illegal activity in their stay in
Mexico. Neither we nor our teams have seen or experi-
enced any such thing either in Nuevo Laredo or passing
through the city.

Here at the border station where we process the
registrations for nearly thirty short term groups of youth
and adults desiring to serve the church of Mexico we
have been receiving many calls about whether it’s safe to
travel in Mexico this summer. Some teams have cancelled
their plan to minister in Mexico because of the State

Department’s travel warnings. Our answer is always that
we must be realistic about these kind of problems. We
don’t want to ignore or minimize dangers that can exist.
In fact some of these are not new but have been charac-
teristic of border areas here as in other countries of the
world. Border areas can have a high incidence of illegal
traffic, black market activity, undocumented immigrants,
and drug trade. And because of these things the potential
for violence is there.

Because the violence clusters around people involved
in illegal activities and night life and our people are not
anywhere near these people or places, we come and go in
peace in Mexico. Every week, sometimes every day, we
do business in Nuevo Laredo or go through the city on
the way to the Lutheran Churches of Mexico without
incident.

But we continue to ask for prayers for the safety of all
who travel through Latin American Lutheran Mission to
bless the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico.
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We never know
how blessed we are
to have a life partner
until we lose that
most important
person. When
accompanying one
of the ministry teams
last summer I had a
special chance to talk
with one of our
senior members on
the Pastors’ roster of
the ELCM, Rev. Eduardo Aguillon, now a man in his seventies.
He poured out his heart about how difficult his life had become
these last six years, and unbearably lonely, following the death
of his precious wife. | remember the tears we shed as we
prayed for his emotional healing and for fresh grace upon his
ministry at Mt. Sinai Lutheran in El Potosi, a congregation he
had served years before with his previous wife. What a
pleasant surprise it was in late March to hear from Eduardo that
God had blessed him with a new partner, single since the death
of her husband, and willing to be a preacher’s wife. The plan
was set to be married in April. Both had children from their first
marriages and all the children were in agreement that this would
be a great match. Though we missed the wedding because of
the LALM board meeting in Minnesota, recently we were able
to meet Rafaela, his new wife, who had made the parsonage
her “nest,” a woman with a wonderful faith in Christ.

Recent Weddings in the ELCM Family

N

Rev. Eduardo and Rafae Aguillo

The other ¥ -
wedding, on the
opposite end of
the age spectrum,
was the wedding
of Pastor Carlos
and Anna de
Leon’s daughter
Abigail in Rio
Bravo. Abigail has
been studying for
a career in music,
and it was in that
context she met
her husband to be,
Jonathan. On a recent and very typically hot and humid
afternoon at “The Sower” Lutheran in Rio Bravo I had the
privilege of officiating at Abigail’s wedding, my first Mexican
wedding. The preacher made a few mistakes (I forgot to invite
the couple to do the ceremonial “smooch” at the end of the
ceremony! But Abigail’s father came forward to make sure this
important detail didn’t get forgotten!) Did you know that in a
Mexican wedding, in addition to the customary rings, the
couple receives small pillows they kneel upon at the altar,
symbolizing their commitment to prayer, the groom presents
coins to the bride, symbolic of his commitment to support her
and their family, and the couple is draped with a decorative
lasso, symbol of marital unity? The knot is tied. The vows
were said. The young couple are both sincere Christians and
will make their home for the time being in Michigan.

[F -
44
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Leon and her new husband Jonathan
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Abigail de

Photos from the Pastors Wives Conference in Nuevo Laredo.
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M Gifts of Love

The following persons and organizations provided gifts, donations, or bequests to the Latin American Lutheran Mission in March
through April of 2005. The LALM Board of Directors and staff are grateful for all these gifts as well as those gifts of time and talents. (If you
do not want to be recognized by the Clarion for your gift, please send a note along with your contribution to the Treasurer/Financial Secretary
stating your desire for anonymity.) We apologize for any errors or omissions.

Indivduals

Anderson, Charles and Emily ~ Story City,
IA

Anderson, Harold ~ Chester, SD

Anderson, Jerry and Pat ~ Cambridge, MN

Balcer, Charles and Elizabeth ~ Sioux Falls,
SD

Berg, Adelyn ~ Bloomington, MN

Berg, Delores ~ Thief River Falls, MN

Briese, Irvin and Marion ~ Lincoln, NE

Burbank, Arlene ~ Windom, MN

Caldwell, John and Clara Jane ~ Rock
Island, IL

Carlson, Bonnelyn Anne ~ Jamestown, NY

Carlson, Erland and Eleanor ~ Eagan, MN

Carlson, Merle ~ Tucson, AZ

Christenson, Mel and Ardith ~ Minneapo-
lis, MN

Dvorak, Bob and Carol ~ Minneapolis, MN

Edwards, Lee and Elizabeth ~ Centerville,
MA

Eide, Ann ~ Viroqua, WI

Eide, Annette ~ Bloomington, MN

Ellingson, Phyllis ~ Mountain Lake, MN

Elverum, Bernis ~ Faribault, MN

Erickson, Marge ~ Minneapolis, MN

Erickson, Richard and Mavis ~ Baxter, MN

Erickson, Richard and Barbara ~ Laredo, TX

Flann, Lorraine ~ Lake Lillian, MN

Gabel, Christine ~ Bloomington, MN

Gardner, Dorothy ~ Minneapolis, MN

Gilman, Richard and Leila ~ Sioux Falls, SD

Greven, Frances ~ Minneapolis, MN

Hasert, Doug and Estelle ~ Livingston, TX

Hauge, Marie ~ Viroqua, WI

Haugen, Carmen ~ Laredo, TX

Hedin, John ~ Coraopolis, PA

Hohman, Jerry and Bea ~ Lampasas, TX

Holmgren, Earl and Gerry ~ Minneapolis, MN

Hovland, Esther ~ Blue Earth, MN

Jacobson, Charles and Eileen ~ Alexandria,
MN

Jenison, Leland and Norma ~ Belmond, 1A

Johnson, G Jerome and Ardess ~ Apple
Valley, MN

Johnson, Orphie ~ Onida, SD

Johnson, Robert and Jean ~ Lancaster, NH

Johnson, Thomas ~ Morris, 1L

Jones, Harold and Beverly ~ White Bear
Lake, MN

Kopperud, Mr and Mrs Roger ~ Revere, MN

Kryder, Pat ~ Green Valley, AZ

Kammerer, Dorothy Lange- ~ Evansville, MN

Lee, Otis ~ Clinton, WA

Matson, Rev John and Marion ~
Bloomington, MN

McDonald, David and Carol ~ Ramsey, MN

Michelsen, Rev Clifford and Lillian ~
Osceola, WI

Midtgaard, Arden and Fern ~ Hanlontown,
IA

Monson, Donna ~ North Fort Meyers, FL

Myller, Bob and June ~ Apple Valley, MN

Nelson, Donald and Avis ~ Tyler, MN

Nelson, Richard and June ~ Eagan, MN

Noe, David and Linda ~ McKinney, TX

Nordin, Richard ~ Lake Liilian, MN

Norlien, Fred and Edith ~ Silver Bay, MN

Nye, Dorothy ~ Minneapolis, MN

Olson, Phil and Karen ~ Minneapolis, MN

Olson, V Gary and Carol ~ Lockhart, TX

Paulson, Arlene ~ Roseville, MN

Peterson, Dorothy ~ Eagan, MN

Peterson, Edward and Bonnie ~ Stoddard,
WI

Pope, Greg and Faith ~ Lockhart, TX

Ronning, Donald and Borghild ~ Fargo, ND

Rosdahl, Jerry and Liz ~ Bloomington, MN

Rowe, John and Mae ~ Arden Hills, MN

Schwanbeck, Eleanor ~ Tyler, MN

Sowles, Larry and Coralis ~ Minneapolis,
MN

Stensland, Edwin ~ Wanamingo, MN

Stillman, Jeffrey and Bernadine ~
Bloomington, MN

Stutzka, Barbara Ann ~ West Concord, MN

Svaren, Mark and Helen ~ Arlington, SD

Svendsen, Sigvald ~ Lake Crystal, MN

Tilderquist, Jean ~ Welch, MN

Tostenson, Myrna ~ Pine River, WI

Treiber, Frederick and Stella ~ St. Paul, MN

Tye, Jan ~ Indianapolis, IN

Wayland, Esther ~ Ivanhoe, MN

Wehlander, Roger and Alice ~ Milnor, ND

Wichelt, Mary ~ Cozad, NE

Wiggins, Timothy and Lorene ~ Lincoln, NE

Wigtil, Norval ~ Morris, IL

Wing, Edward and Barbara ~ Mendota
Heights, MN

Winther, Lois ~ Park River, ND

Wise, Patricia ~ Manor, TX

Woyke, Carl and Amy ~ Minneapolis, MN

Memorials

In memory of Stanley Akland
In memory of Helen Brostrom
In memory of Millie Comnick
In memory of Cora Domholdt

In memory of Marlin Flann

In memory of Ray Johnson

In memory of Gen Lownsbury
In memory of Elsie Swenson
In memory of Tom Stutzka

In memory of Noval Torkelson
In memory of Lyell Wayland

Organizations

The Gospel Bookstore ~ Laredo, TX

Faith Lutheran Church ~ Williston, ND

Fertile Lutheran Church ~ Fertile, IA

Karl Roeske’s Church ~ Austin, TX

Lake Madison Lutheran Church ~ Madi-
son, SD

Lutheran Campus Ministries ~ Stillwater, OK

Trinity Lutheran Church of Mhaha Falls ~
Minneapolis, MN

Platteville Lutheran Church ~ Minooka, IL

Pontoppidan Lutheran Church ~ Fargo, ND

South Zumbro Luth Church ~ Kasson, MN

Trinity Lutheran Church ~ Yankton, SD

Zion Lutheran Church of Bone Lake ~
Frederic, WI

Fertile Lutheran ~ Garner, IA

Brooklyn Park Lutheran Church ~ Brook-
lyn Park, MN

North Heights Lutheran Church ~
Roseville, MN

Our Saviors Lutheran Church ~ Mc Intosh,
MN

Lakota Lutheran W-ELCA ~ Lakota, ND

Our Saviors’ Women of the ELCA ~
Amery, WI

Special Note:

Our e-mail address is:
lalmelcm@sbcglobal.net

The PO Box address
for contributions is:

Latin American
Lutheran Mission
PO Box 17385
Minneapolis, MN 55417-7385
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LALM - Prayer Warriors
June 2005

“I want the men everywhere to lift up holy hands....”

—1 Timothy 2:8

Thanksgiving

L.

10.

For a fruitful semi-annual board meeting in April in Minne-
apolis. For the time, enthusiasm and thoughtful participa-
tion of our LALM board members.

Thank you to the World Mission Prayer League for hosting us.

For the coordinating of Pastor Roger Ose and Janet in filling
our van with many donated items.

For the faithfulness and encouragement of the pastors and
families of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Mexico
experienced every time we visit them.

For the two years of part time help that Jesse Vasquez gave
to our Gospel Bookstore before his recent resignation. For
our fellow staffers here in the Bookstore: Elvira Ruiz and
Carmen Hernandez.

For local friends and helpers the Lord brings forward to help
us in practical ways here at the border station.

For Javier Reyes our new Bible Institute student who has
returned to continue the preparation he started some years ago.

For the referrals that come to us because of endorsements
given by you our LALM praying supporters.

For a full calendar of short-term mission groups this summer.

For the blessings poured out on the pastors and their wives
at Confraternidad, the pastors quarterly conference held in
Nuevo Laredo May 25-27, 2005.

Petitions

1.

For the financial needs of the mission and of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of Mexico. For new partners, both
individuals and congregations, to enjoy, pray for and support
this ministry.

For special grace, protection, and anointing upon Abigail de
Leon and new husband, Jonathan, married recently in Rio
Bravo, and on the 28 summer teams that serve here on the
border and in Mexico from June 5—August 19.

For Elizabeth Paschka our Summer Intern as she works with
teams and spends time in Mexico June 1-July 15.

For the recovery of the funds stolen from the Bookstore in a
robbery in April, just a few hours before we returned to Laredo
from Minnesota.

For Pr. David Aguillon’s family as they begin their new
assignment in Huachichil.

For the continued preparation of those in the Bible Institute
and for Rogelio Balvantin the director.

For Pr. Bulmaro Velazquez’s wife, Petra, as she recovers from
a collapsed lung.

For special wisdom and spiritual vision to be given to the
newly formed directorate of the ELCM.

For blessings upon Pr. Eduardo Aguillon’s recent marrige to
Rafaela after years of being a widower.
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Cut-Out Mail-In Form

Address Change - Addition - Removal for Clarion
mailing list

Do you need to change your address, add someone or
remove yourself from our mailing list? If so, please cut out
this form and return it in the enclosed addressed envelope
or to the address listed on page 2. Be sure to also check the
appropriate box below.

Name:

Address:
City:

State:

Zip code:

[ Address Change (New address listed above)
[ Address Addition (For Clarion mailing list)
[ Address Removal (For Clarion mailing list)

g o
(]

Sl PN
8‘&:‘}3@:"’0
AN oS 7
'QQ-<LL
S = . " =
2@@&:&
(o) 05

R

Latin American Lutheran Mission
c/o Faith & Fellowship Press

PO Box 655

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0655
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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