THE ELCM SUNDAY SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
In partnership with the Latin American Lutheran Mission

The Mistake    Proverbs 19: 21 “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.”
In the fall of 2004 a mistake happened in the Gospel Bookstore at our mission station in Laredo, TX.  Many churches in Laredo order their Sunday School curriculum from our Gospel Bookstore.  As usual, our large Fall  order was sent to Zondervan Publishers by FAX and to our surprise, we received two identical shipments. There had been a mistake.  We called and tried to return one shipment but they told us to keep it at no cost to us.
The Gift                 Psalm 68:10 “O God, you provided for the poor”
Meanwhile we had all this extra curriculum in our storeroom.  We decided to give it to the churches of Mexico as a gift.  This gift became an eye opener to us. Many responded with joy in receiving the curriculum. Their materials were limited.  Some were reusing old curriculum for lack of some thing new and fresh.  The handwork activities were often merely drawing a freehand picture of the story they heard.  The paper and crayons they were using came from school kits given to them.  One church cancelled Sunday School for lack of supplies and ideas.

The Need        Psalm 140:12   “I know the Lord …upholds the cause of the needy.” 
We asked the teachers (often the Pastor’s wife) to look at the curriculum and use it and report back to us what their impressions were.  One wife told us that, with this colorful material, it would attract even more children to Sunday School.  The larger established churches in Mexico have been buying their own material.  However, the poorer churches in the country and some beginning congregations have a crying need. 
The Plan
Proverbs 16: 3    “Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans will succeed.”
It became our desire to let this need be known and seek ways to meet it.  With that the Sunday School Sponsorship program came into being.  This is also known as the “Adopt a Sunday School”. The plan is simple.  One church in the United States partners with one church in Mexico for a year.  They help with the cost of curriculum for one year at a minimal cost.  They help with other needs to get their teaching skills up to speed.  The plan also includes Teaching Workshops to model a lesson from the curriculum, to give ideas and ways to teach, how to apply the lessons learned.
Your Help       Proverbs 19:17   “He who is kind to the poor, lends to the Lord…”
By Sponsoring a Sunday School for a year you can help with the needs of a church in Mexico.  Their need of teaching materials can be supplied by a donation of money or supplies you  already have on hand. On an average, for six months of curriculum for adults, youth and children, it will cost about $150 per church.  To adopt a Sunday School, any amount  will be appreciated, whether in part or the whole. 
The teaching materials also needed included many of the following.  We will give you a list of needs specific to the church you sponsor.
overhead projector

TV/VCR combination and videos
black or white boards

bulletins boards 
cassette/CD player


music tapes 
flannel boards


tripods
and extra teaching supplies for the teachers such as staplers, scissors, white board pens, chalk and erasers, tacky glue, scotch tape, stickers, etc. 
By participating in this sponsorship program you will receive one congregation to work with. The needed teaching supplies can be mailed to us here in Laredo.  Larger items can be sent with the truck that brings supplies down in September after the LALM Annual Meeting at Trinity Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  Or sometimes we can obtain larger items at one of the chain stores in Mexico.  We regularly visit the churches in Mexico
After one year you have the option of continuing with that same church or partnering with another or dropping out of the program.  This is not a marriage with a life commitment.  

What else can you do       2 Cor. 9:12  “this service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of                                  God’s people but is also overflowing into many expressions of thanks to God”
Most of all pray weekly for your Sunday School.  Pray that the seed of God’s Word would take deep hold in the heart of the Mexican children, youth and adults. Pray that the Sunday School would grow both in numbers and strength. Pray that revival will come to their town.  Take a photo of your Sunday School classes that are working with this program.  We will send you a picture of your adopted Sunday School too.  We will keep you updated with any stories we hear. You can send money for special treats for their Christmas program.  You can write letters, draw pictures or cards on a regular basis during the year.  You can have personal contact in this way.  Do you have any ideas?  Let us know.  

Contact Us at:

Sunday School Sponsorship Program

Latin American Lutheran Mission

3519 Salinas Ave

Laredo, Texas 78041

Call us at 956-727-4047

Email us at:  lalmelcm@sbcglobal.net 

Contact person:  Barb Erickson 
